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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  Lav School has the low est dropout ra te  o f 11 
s t a t e - r e la t e d  law  schools in  the Rocky Mountain s ta te s  and the p la in s  area , i t  was 
reported  to  the Law School Board o f V is i t o r s  a t i t s  annual f a l l  .meeting on campus 
Thursday.
A major fa c to r  in  the low a t t r i t i o n  ra te  i s  the s e le c t iv e  adm issions p o lic y  
adopted by the Law School in  19,58.* the board was to ld .
Under the p o lic y , the school review s the a p p lic a n t 's  undergraduate academic 
record  and h is  score on a n a tio n a l le g a l  ap titu d e  t e s t  and in terv ie w s him p e rso n a l­
l y .  If th ese  c r i t e r i a  in d ic a te  the a p p lica n t i s  not su ite d  to  the study o f law , h is  
a p p lic a t io n  i s  denied . This screen in g  p ro cess , or s e le c t iv e  adm issions, has a l l  but 
e lim in ated  dropouts fo r  academic d e f ic ie n c ie s ,  according to  Dean Robert E. S u lliv a n .
As a r u le ,  on ly  a p p lica n ts  who have earned an undergraduate degree are adm itted, 
but e xcep tio n a l students are  sometimes accepted  w ith  only th ree  years  o f undergrad­
uate work, the dean s a id . In  i9 60 , one such student was adm itted and in  19 6 1  th ere  
were th re e .
Of 80 a p p lica n ts  fo r  the 19 6 1-6 2  term, bQ were accepted  and 32 freshmen and one 
ju n io r  a c t u a l ly  e n ro lle d , the dean re p o rted . Of the 15  accepted who did  not e n r o ll ,  
f i v e  in d ic a te d  th e y  would en ter the MSU Law School in  19 62 , fo u r are  atten d in g  other 
law  schools and one i s  doing graduate work in  another f i e l d .
The 33 students who entered  t h is  year took th e ir  p r e - le g a l  t r a in in g  a t 14 c o l­
le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s . F if te e n  o f them did  t h e ir  undergraduate work a t MSU, four 
a t Montana S ta te  C ollege and the r e s t  a t schools in  other s t a t e s .
The MSU Law S c h o o l's  curren t enrollm ent o f 76 in c lu d es 20 se n io rs , 2b ju n io rs  
and 32 freshmen, the dean s a id .
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